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MICHAEL MORELL: So let me then jump, Mr. Ambassador, all the way to the immediate aftermath of /).
As you know, President Bush gave the Taliban an opportunity to avoid war, essentially, bring bin Laden to
justice in some way. The Taliban chose not to do that.

But once they were driven from power, once the Taliban was driven from power, I'm wondering whether
you believed there might have been missed opportunities in the early years after 4/ regarding how we
and the new Afghan government dealt with the Taliban, that could have ended the war much earlier and
more on our terms than where we ended up. Were there missed opportunities there, too?

ZALMAY KHALILZAD: | believe so, although at that time | was personally not aware of it. But | have learned
since that after the agreement in Bonn, when the Taliban government was overthrown to form a new
government that the U.N. and the lead on. The Taliban, apparently — this had been confirmed to me by
President Karzai — they did give a letter essentially accepting the Karzai-led government as the legitimate
government, but demanding in exchange for that that they be allowed to live in dignity and honor in their
homes and not to be pursued.

And President Karzai asked them, Karzai is reported to go and read that letter on the radio and local radio
in Kandahar, and he says they did. But why that agreement was not accepted? Why that offer was not
acted on? On the one hand, it's understandable that there was a great deal of anger in the U.S., given
what had happened. President Bush several times that told me directly, first as his envoy and then when
he nominated me to be ambassador to Kabul, that we should bring the Taliban to justice.

And whether there could have been a different balance between the requirements of justice and the
requirements of reconciliation and ending the war in Afghanistan, | think there was a missed opportunity
then. And Karzai reports that he was told by one of our senior leaders that that was not an opportunity or
an option that we could support, that Taliban offer, and that we wanted.

Still, there was a lot of accountability that had to take place. So that was, in my judgment, a missed
opportunity.
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The Taliban takeover of Afghanistan was a predictable tragedy. Here's why

If the invading westerners were trying to win hearts and minds in the country, they went about it in
exactly the wrong way.
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